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Thanks to Paul Peters, Chemical Abstracts and Robert Austin, FIZ Karlsruhe for the information provided. 

The 20021227 is the date of 
publication of the patent. This is a 
WIPO publication and the full 
number would include the last two 
digits of the year. Via Espacenet, 
it would be searched as WO 
020102803. 

The date 20020614 is the  filing 
(application) date, the date at 
which the applicant, CNRS, has 
submitted the patent document to 
the WIPO office. 

FR 2001-7859 is the number of 
the application CNRS made for 
this patent for the very first time 
in France 

In the Patent Family session, you 
find the EQUIVALENT published 
French Patent Application under 
number FR 2826005 which is 
published on 20021220 and it was 
received by the French patent 
office on 20010615.  
The first application date, in this 
case June 15, 2001, is the priority 
date and this controls the validity 
of the patent. If someone wants to 
destroy the validity of the patent, 
they would have to find a 
publication prior to this date, to 
show it isn't new. 


